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Aug. 13: UN undersecretary general for peace operations Marrack Goulding arrived in San Salvador
with the aim of mediating an end to the impasse in the peace process. In statements to reporters, he
described his visit as "routine," and said he would hold meetings with President Alfredo Cristiani
and representatives from the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) general command.
Goulding said "there have been notable advances" in the peace process since his last visit to El
Salvador in March. He added that he "trusts that, with the cooperation of both sides working with
the UN, we will be able to resolve the problems." In statements broadcast on a local radio station,
FMLN leader Damian Alegria charged the government had denied 31 rebels currently in Cuba for
medical treatment permission to return to El Salvador. Alegria said the government used the pretext
of "problems with documentation" in denying authorization. The FMLN turned in 900 weapons to
members of the UN observer mission (ONUSAL). Weapons included pistols, rifles, machine guns
and rocket launchers. According to rebel leader Ramon Torres, the FMLN possessed 12,500 arms at
the time the peace accords were signed. Aug. 14: ONUSAL released a communique announcing that
Goulding, after holding separate meetings with government, FMLN and UN officials, had decided
to extend his stay until Aug. 17. Goulding was originally scheduled to depart on Aug. 15. President
Cristiani asserted that the objective of Goulding's mediation is to reach agreement on modifications
in the timetable for compliance with the accords. Cristiani said the agreements signed in Mexico
"constitute processes that must be initiated, but which do not necessarily have to be concluded,
by Oct. 31." FMLN leader Joaquin Villalobos reiterated that the FMLN would not continue the
dismantling of its military structures until the government complies with its commitments. He
described full execution of the peace accords by the original deadline of Oct. 31 as a "magician's
feat" which simply could not be accomplished at this point. According to Villalobos, the government
has such a backlog of unfulfilled commitments that it would be practically impossible to achieve
compliance in accordance with the original deadline. The National Private Enterprise Association
(Asociacion Nacional de la Empresa Privada-ANEP) charged that groups linked to the FMLN
have carried out new occupations of agricultural lands on the outskirts of San Salvador and in the
eastern departments, in violation of the law and the peace accords. According to the statement,
these events "do not augur well for ANEP's incorporation into the concertation forum." Aug. 15:
During a ceremony presided over by Cristiani, a total of 685 troops from the Bracamonte Rapid
Action Battalion (Batallon de Infanteria de Reaccion Inmediata- BIRI) were formally demobilized.
In comments to local reporters, Cristiani said that most of those demobilized will be reassigned
to other army units. Aug. 17: Goulding told reporters "it has become clear that compliance with
the peace accords has been more complicated than originally expected." Goulding said he had
presented the government and the FMLN with a revised timetable for implementation of "key
points" in the peace accords, including formation of the National Civil Police (PNC), the property
issue, and demobilization of FMLN and government troops. Goulding said the two sides had not yet
agreed to the revised timetable but ONUSAL chief Iqbal Riza would continue to mediate in order
to secure an agreement. Next, Goulding said he would propose to UN Secretary General Butros
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 059752
ISSN: 1089-1560

Butros Ghali that the UN prepare an evaluation on compliance with the revised timetable by Sept.
16. The UN Security Council would be asked to review this evaluation and decide upon appropriate
measures. By that date, he said, both sides should have complied with all pending commitments
established in the accords. He asserted, "right now, concrete actions need to be taken in compliance
with the accords rather than more discussion and debate." Goulding affirmed that the original date
of Oct. 31 for compliance with the major planks of the peace accords "continues to be a crucial and
feasible date." However, he said ONUSAL's mandate will be extended through January 1993 in
order to assure "total compliance" with the accords. In a San Salvador press conference following
Goulding's departure, FMLN general command member Roberto Roca said demobilization of the
second 20% of rebel forces would be postponed until September 16. He said "the timetable calls for
demobilization of our combatants in accordance with creation of the political, economic and social
conditions which can facilitate their reintegration into civilian life." He added that whether or not
such conditions exist would be determined in the UN report. FMLN leader Shafick Handal said
Goulding's visit "shows that we were correct in arguing that the government has accumulated a long
list of unfulfilled commitments." Handal said the peace process is in "a state of crisis," but that a
"more active and energetic role" on the part of the UN "renews prospects" for the process. Members
of the Truth Commission arrived in El Salvador for a one-week visit to collect additional testimony
and evidence on human rights abuses during the war. This was the second visit by Commission
members since the group commenced activities in July. Aug. 18: In a press conference, President
Cristiani said Goulding's visit "has given fresh impetus" to the peace process. He indicated the
government plans to "accelerate steps in compliance" with the accords. Cristiani added that the
UN should also "apply pressure on the FMLN to comply" with its commitments. Aug. 19: In a
press conference, Human Rights Attorney General Carlos Molina warned of the dangers the wave
of violence sweeping the country represent for the peace process. He called on authorities to
conduct more effective investigations before the population "loses faith" in public security forces
and the judiciary and "seeks its own justice." Molina also charged that the July 31 assassination
attempt against Jose Eduardo Pineda, a high level official from Molina's office, and the theft of a
car belonging to Pineda's wife, constitute "a suspicious coincidence" which should be investigated.
The Ad Hoc Commission, established under the accords to investigate human rights abuses by
members of the armed forces and to recommend purges, requested an extension of the deadline for
presentation of the final report on its findings to President Cristiani. The new deadline is Sept. 22.
Aug. 20: Truth Commission member Thomas Buergenthal told reporters that the search for evidence
which could stand in a court of law is "the Commission's most arduous task." He added that in
those cases where proof could not be obtained, the Commission plans to limit itself to "making
recommendations." Human Rights Attorney General Carlos Molina demanded the Justice Ministry
launch an investigation into the wave of political violence sweeping the country. Molina said he
had met with Justice Minister Rene Hernandez who promised him the ministry would respond to
denunciations presented by the Human Rights Attorney General's office. Aug. 21: In a communique,
ONUSAL reported that the government and the FMLN had formally accepted the revised timetable
proposed by Goulding and had agreed to "take a series of concrete and urgent measures to comply
with all those commitments that have already fallen due." Ad Hoc Commission spokesperson
Eduardo Molina Olivares announced Commission members will travel to UN headquarters in New
York in mid-September in order to draft their report "without outside disturbances." He said the
document would then be presented to President Cristiani and to UN Secretary General Butros
Butros Ghali. Molina also reported the Commission is looking into the cases of 2,200 army officers
selected for investigation on the basis of denunciations received from several sources. He added
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that any officers singled out in the Commission's report "should be permanently discharged."
An FMLN spokesperson announced that the second 20% of rebel combatants, consisting of 1,800
troops, would be demobilized on Sept. 21 as part of an agreement reached with the government
in the revised compliance timetable. The spokesperson added that the third contingent would
be demobilized on Sept. 30, the fourth on Oct. 15, and the fifth and last on Oct. 31. Director of the
FMLN's "Radio Venceremos" announced that the government had approved the station's petition
for legal recognition. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish News Service EFE,
08/12-21/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/13-15/92, 08/17-21/92)
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